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SUMMARY OF INPUT AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR RESPONDING TO 
UPDATE WORKSHOP RECOMMENDATIONS AND CITIZEN COMMENTS 
11/30/2007    
    
Topic:  Agricultural Resources 
Summary of 
Input  

Desire to maintain rural, agriculturally-friendly atmosphere, including 
providing for movement of agricultural machinery.   

    
Recommendation ● Modify Plan goal #C by adding the following bullet: "All proposed 

roadway facilities will minimize the taking of agricultural property and 
any takings that are required will minimize the impact on farmers' 
ability to irrigate and maintain remaining agricultural property." 

 

 ● Recommend development of plans for preserving agricultural lands, 
including Land Trusts and the sale and purchase of development 
rights 

 

    

Topic: East/West Traffic and Proposed Corridor 
Summary of 
Input 

 

Strong concern about the impacts of new east/west corridors on 
current residents. Some skepticism about the need for such 
corridors, given the trend to strong north/south movements. 
Consensus that relief is needed on NM6, especially between I-25 
and NM314. If east/west facilities are needed across the river, would 
prefer a number of low-profile two-lane roads which link current 
roadways over a single multi-lane high profile Paseo del Norte type 
structure. Would like to see new crossing within the current Los 
Lunas village boundaries.  

 

Recommendation ● Remove corridor #16   
 ● Recommend that the Project #5/6 corridor study's northern boundary 

be extended to NM6 and NM263 and that the study consider the 
potential for multiple river crossings with a low-profile, two lane 
approach and address the potential for utilizing current roadways 
over a new, wider facility. 

 

 ● Recommend that funding for interchange and connection to NM314 
be identified as a high priority project.   

 ● Recommend identification of an interstate access corridor, Exit 261 
to South Belen Interchange, to assess long term need for interstate 
access points throughout the County 

 

 ● Add a project that reflects Los Lunas's planned traffic engineering 
projects on NM6 between NM263 and NM314.  
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Topic:  Funding for Transportation 
Summary of 
Input  

Establish and enforce impact fees on new development throughout 
the county  

    
Recommendation 

 

Recommend that the municipalities and county coordinate to 
establish similar impact fees throughout the county for new 
development 

 

    

Topic: Meadow Lake Access 
Summary of 
Input  

Provide additional access points for residents of Meadow Lake and 
relief for congestion on NM263   

    
Recommendation ● Recommend an additional roadway connection south to Valencia 

High School   

 ● Recommend that new development in the vicinity of Meadow Lake 
link to roadways in Meadow Lake to provide additional network 
opportunities 

 

 ● Recommend that the expansion of NM263 be moved forward as a 
priority.  

    

Topic:  Miscellaneous Issues 
Summary of 
Input  

Provide for alternative recreational uses, including equestrian 
access.   

    
Recommendation ● Refine the equestrian recommendation portion of the Plan, as 

appropriate  

 ● Recommend providing technical support to local organizations 
wishing to pursue Scenic Byways projects  

    

Topic: North/South Traffic 
Summary of 
Input  

Consensus that more capacity is needed to provide for north/south 
traffic into Albuquerque/Bernalillo County  

    
Recommendation ● Recommend expansion of I-25 remain in the Plan  
 ● Recommend increased Railrunner service to meet latent demand  

 ● Recommend public transportation service to provide connections to 
Railrunner and direct service to Albuquerque/Bernalillo County  

 ● Provide a formal mechanism and funding to assess options and 
issues (including safety concerns) for NM47 south of Wolfe Road - 
Town Hall meetings, community visioning process, etc. 
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Topic:  Peralta Roads 
Summary of 
Input 

 

Concern about the impact of external traffic on non-NM47 roadways 
and quality of life in prelate. Desire for traffic calming strategies and 
additional enforcement.  

 

    
Recommendation ● Recommend the completion of a comprehensive study of traffic and 

context-sensitive solutions to addressing resident concerns, and 
funding for implementation of the study findings. 

 

 ● Move the widening of NM263 forward as a means for providing relief 
to Peralta roadways  

    

Topic:  Planning Issues 
Summary of 
Input 

 

Concerns about impacts of current and long term growth on rural 
character of the county; a need to coordinate infrastructure, land use 
and water planning; and citizen involvement in planning processes.  

Recommendation ● Recommend identification of funding for a county-wide visioning 
process that would include municipalities and Isleta Pueblo.  

 ● Establish citizen advisory group as part of river crossing study  
 ● Expand Tome/Adelino/La Constancia study area north to Tome Hill 

Road  

 ● Identify study area for Los Chavez to focus on transportation and 
land use issues   

 ● Implement impact fee structure for new developments, with funds 
going to address transportation facilities and 
acquisition/management of open space. 

 

 ● Address potential for development transfer fees and other 
mechanisms for preserving farm land.  

    

Topic: Planning Process for Update 
Summary of 
Input  

Make every effort to provide information to residents about the 
development of the Update  

    
Recommendation 

 
Where feasible, implement suggestions as part of public involvement 
plan for the review of the Draft Update in Spring 2008  

    

Topic:  Public Transportation 
Summary of 
Input  

Consensus that additional public transportation is needed  

    
Recommendation 

 

Provide specific recommendations to Public Transportation Planners 
at MRCOG as they develop the Regional Transit District service plan 
for Valencia County 
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Topic:  Rail Issues 
Summary of 
Input 

● Another Railrunner station in the Los Chavez area is not needed, but 
there is a need for expanded rail service and additional parking at 
the Los Lunas station. 

 

 ● Railroad impacts in the Jarales area continue to be an urgent 
problem.  

    
Recommendation ● Recommend expanding Railrunner service  
 ● Evaluate the impact on the Jarales community of potential road 

closure at Castillo (emergency service times, travel patterns, and 
community cohesion) 

 

 ● Include Railrunner plans for road closures and gates in the draft 
Update  

 ● Provide feedback to Railrunner staff regarding maintenance issue  
    

Topic:  Road Issues - Miscellaneous Road  
Summary of 
Input  

Concerns about safety conditions on NM6 west of Los Lunas  

    
Recommendation 

 
Include paving and other projects in list of recommended roadway 
projects.   

 
 

Modify bike and pedestrian map to reflect NM6 as a future bikeway 
facility.  

    

Topic:  Roadway Maintenance 
Summary of 
Input  

Consensus on the need to maintain current roads  

    
Recommendation 

 
Update Plan information about current roadway conditions and the 
maintenance funding gap   

    

Topic:  Roadway Safety 
Summary of 
Input  

Specific locations were identified as unsafe  

    
Recommendation 

 
Include these locations in the Plan along with locations identified 
through crash data as being areas of concern  
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Topic:  Water Resources 
Summary of 
Input  

Consensus that water resources are limited and will become more of 
an issue as population expands.  

    
Recommendation 

 

Expand Plan's background section with more information about 
water resources and efforts to place this issue in a quantifiable 
context. Discuss tradeoffs between population growth and 
agricultural uses. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR RESPONDING TO 
UPDATE WORKSHOP RECOMMENDATIONS AND CITIZEN COMMENTS 
11/29/2007    
    
Topic:  Agricultural Resources 
Summary of Input 

 
Desire to maintain rural, agriculturally-friendly atmosphere, including 
providing for movement of agricultural machinery.   

    
Recommendation ● Modify Plan goal #C by adding the following bullet: "all proposed roadway 

facilities will minimize the taking of agricultural property and any takings 
that are required will minimize the impact on farmers' ability to irrigate and 
maintain remaining agricultural property." 

 

 
● Recommend development of plans for preserving agricultural lands, 

including Land Trusts and the sale and purchase of development rights  

    
Source  Comment  
Los Chavez Workshop Maintain rural atmosphere in Los Chavez  
Los Chavez Workshop Preserve the greenbelt  
Los Chavez Workshop Residents want to stay, and live, in a rural environment. Family land that goes 

back generations  

Los Chavez Workshop Plan shows a flawed urban layout for County. Should be rural, agricultural-
friendly.   

Los Chavez Workshop Provide for the movement of agricultural machinery  
Los Lunas Workshop Preserve agricultural lands  
Tome Workshop Preserve Tome and other spaces as green spaces for future agricultural 

sources  

Jarales Workshop Concerned about preserving agriculture  
Peralta Workshop Keep high volume traffic out of valley  
Citizen comment Develop a plan that is agriculture friendly and meets the needs of a rural 

community such as Los Chavez. Preservation of the greenbelt and maintaining 
the rural characteristics of our community must be an important part of any 
plan being considered.  

 

Citizen comment The county must preserve the rural quality of the green belt. It will draw high 
development dollars in the future  

Citizen comment The focus on this plan should be on improving and maintaining existing roads 
not creating new roads that destroy the green belt.   

Citizen comment Develop a plan that is agriculture friendly and meets the needs of a rural 
community such as Los Chavez.  

Citizen comment It is critical to protect agricultural production areas not only for economic and 
ecosystem reasons, but for the equine enthusiasts as well  

    
Topic: East/West Traffic and Proposed Corridor 
Summary of Input 

 

Strong concern about the impacts of new east/west corridors on current 
residents. Some skepticism about the need for such corridors, given the 
trend to strong north/south movements. Consensus that relief is needed 
on NM6, especially between I-25 and NM314. If east/west facilities are 
needed across the river, would prefer a number of low-profile two-lane 
roads which link current roadways over a single multi-lane high profile 
Paseo del Norte type structure. Would like to see new crossing within the 
current Los Lunas village boundaries.  
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Recommendation ● Remove corridor #16   
 ● Recommend that the Project #5/6 corridor study's northern boundary be 

extended to NM6 and NM263 and that the study consider the potential for 
multiple river crossings with a low-profile, two lane approach and address 
the potential for utilizing current roadways over a new, wider facility. 

 

 
● Recommend that funding for interchange and connection to NM314 be 

identified as a high priority project.   

 ● Recommend identification of an interstate access corridor, Exit 261 to 
South Belen Interchange, to assess long term need for interstate access 
points throughout the County 

 

 ● Add a project that reflects Los Lunas's planned traffic engineering 
projects on NM6 between NM263 and NM314.  

    
Source  Comment  
Los Chavez Workshop Protect NMSU Cooperative Extensive Project, Experimentation Station  
Belen Workshop Concerned about impact of I-25 corridor study on right-of-way requirements 

for South NM263  

Belen Workshop Don't cross the Highline Canal in Los Chavez with roads. Use frontage roads 
instead.  

Los Lunas Workshop Obtain right-of-way for new roads as early in process as possible  
Los Lunas Workshop Consider the impact to Juan Perea of the corridor south of NM6  
Tome Workshop Study corridor east of river should look at dispersing traffic to more than one 

access at NM47  

Los Chavez Workshop Need north/south routes  
Los Chavez Workshop Concerned about taking of residents' properties for river crossings  
Los Chavez Workshop Los Chavez should not have to solve Los Lunas' traffic problems  
Los Chavez Workshop Traffic counts across NM6 river bridge were identical in 200 and 2006  
Los Chavez Workshop Address traffic north/south, not east/west  
Los Chavez Workshop Los Chavez contains historic churches and buildings. Don't endanger them 

with new roads.   

Los Chavez Workshop Municipalities should solve their problems within their own boundaries.  
Los Chavez Workshop Morris Road to NM314 yes, Miller Road no  
Tome Workshop Los Lunas should deal with its own issues (widen NM6, control development)  
Jarales Workshop Los Lunas should put new bridge inside their municipal boundaries  
Jarales Workshop No more bridges outside of Los Lunas  
Peralta Workshop River crossing with 5 lanes to NM47, with traffic dispersing from there  
Peralta Workshop Extend South El Cerro Loop straight east to Van Camp  

Tome Workshop Link existing roads to connect communities across the river  
Los Chavez Workshop River crossings should connect existing roads to existing roads, not create 

new roads  

Los Chavez Workshop Build two-lane bridges across river instead of 4+ lanes  
Los Chavez Workshop Mobility Plan impacts Los Chavez negatively in order to serve Los Lunas and 

Belen, which have not been responsible in their growth and development  

Los Chavez Workshop No new roads or connections across Los Chavez  
Los Chavez Workshop If there's a frontage road to serve Rancho Cielo to NM6, new interchanges 

aren't needed.  

Los Lunas Workshop Look at alternatives to using Los Lunas' Main Street  
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Los Lunas Workshop Widen NM6 west of I-25  
Los Chavez Workshop Proposed site for river crossing won't serve community. Out of direction.  
Los Chavez Workshop Proposed Square Deal Road study corridor (#17) contains a 19th century 

children's cemetery   

Los Chavez Workshop Take Square Deal Road interchange and study corridor (#16 and 17) off of 
map.  

Citizen comment Rework Plan so we who live in and love our community of Los Chavez can 
keep things the way they are. West/East four lane and bridges would destroy 
the valley. Don't take homes and farmland for others that do not care about 
our history and slower way of life here.  

 

Citizen comment The worst congestion on NM6 is from I-25 east to NM314. A couple more 
freeway exits between Isleta, Los Lunas and Belen with connections to 
NM314 would make sense. No single solution but a combination of less 
drastic changes would achieve the same benefits as more bridges and cause 
less destruction, fury and alienation. Valencia County doesn't need more 
roads and bridges as much as it needs better transportation 

 

Citizen comment Three 4-lane bridges through Los Chavez would basically destroy the rural 
nature of our community. Plan provides a flawed urban approach to county's 
transportation needs. Focus should be on improving and maintaining existing 
roads, not creating new roads that destroy the green belt. North/south 
corridors and extension of Manzano Expressway should be studied. Connect 
existing roads to existing roads via small two-lane bridges instead of Paseo 
del Norte type bridges. Other options could include interstate access and 
river crossings within the municipality of Los Lunas. Develop a plan that is 
agriculture friendly and meets the needs of a rural community such as Los 
Chavez. Any planning that is done should also take into consideration water 
consumption, water availability and air quality impact forecasts. Preservation 
of the greenbelt and maintaining the rural characteristics of our community 
must be an important part of any plan being considered.  

 

Citizen comment We desperately need the bridge. The homes are here and the traffic is here 
and it's only going to get worse. The ideal location would be halfway between 
Los Lunas and Belen going directly to UNM Valencia Campus.  

 

Citizen comment NM6 through Los Lunas is a joke. The congestion is terrible and it isn't safe 
to travel. Emergency vehicles take longer to get to the east side of the river 
during heavy traffic. We need another route from east of the river in Los 
Lunas to the Interstate. Los Lunas desperately needs another route to relieve 
the traffic snag on Hwy 6 and the East Mesa residents need a better route. 
Help us! 

 

Citizen comment For an East-West connection from I-25 to Manzano, Morris Road seems 
most feasible. Rancho Cielo should not be dictating where roads should go.  

Citizen comment Please remove the Miller Road option from consideration for the proposed 
freeway interchange and subsequent east-west road. It seems that more 
residents would be adversely affected by using a Miller Road extension than 
by using Morris Road instead. It also seems that the least number of 
residents would be affected by building a new road south of Morris as most of 
the land is undeveloped and some of it is state owned. 

 

Citizen comment The Mobility Plan must respect the rural nature of Los Chavez and maintain 
this area as rural, green space for recreation and farming. River crossings 
are not justified by traffic or development. Any new crossing should connect 
to existing roads and be smaller two lane roads/bridges and flat/not raised. 
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Citizen comment Population increase is happening whether we like it or not. Squeezing traffic 
onto narrow roads and bridges make it more dangerous. We need to get over 
this "no bridge no way" attitude.  

 

Citizen comment Los Chavez residents should not have to have our community destroyed to 
ease the traffic problems of Los Lunas. The rural aspects of Los Chavez will 
be destroyed to accommodate the growth in Rancho Cielo with the proposed 
river crossings and freeway access. If another bridge crossing would ease 
the congestion on Main Street in Los Lunas why not put it at Morris Road, 
where some of the lane is already owned by the State and it is in the Los 
Lunas village limits? The proposed expansion and added crossing on Miller 
Road will destroy much more prime farmland than at Morris Road. With 
improvements to existing roads in  Belen and creating some frontage roads in 
Rancho Cielo, there in no reason for another interchange or large roads that 
tear up Rancho Cielo. Any new river crossings should be small, one or two 
lane bridges to minimize the amount of farmland destroyed.  

 

Citizen comment Bridges will kill the valley that 300 years of family have loved. The changes 
proposed will hurt the long term residents so that a few will gain. Growth can 
be good--not yours. 

 

Citizen comment I am opposed to the bridges unless they are in the present boundaries of Los 
Lunas. The Plan pushes more sprawl.   

Citizen comment When I look at the "current development proposals" map I see lots of 
development planned for the Los Luna area. What I do not see is Los Lunas 
planning for improvements within their boundaries. 

 

Citizen comment I oppose more four lane highway expansion.   
Citizen comment No major highway should go through the Seabell Lane/Peyton Road area, 

and no buses. Only residential private vehicles. Morris road is the ideal road 
for a freeway exit to relieve Hwy 6 from the exit to Nm3143. Miller Road is 
farm and residential. Why destroy that when Morris Road is better? 

 

Citizen comment I do not believe that a four lane highway connecting NM47 to Manzano 
Expressway is necessary. There are numerous east-west corridors currently 
in existence that can handle traffic from the east side to NM47. If the existing 
corridors were improved where necessary, commuters would choose the 
corridor most convenient for them. This traffic would be dispersed and makes 
more sense than funneling most of the traffic through one four lane corridor. 
There are quality of life issues to expanding South El Cerro Loop. 

 

Citizen comment I am opposed to the additional I-25 interchange to 314 requested by the 
developer of Rancho Cielo (if I remember the name of the Los Chavez 
developer).  Once developers on the east side of the river see a red line from 
I-25 to 314, they’ll want it to connect up with the green study area along 
Patricio Road, a route that would put a river crossing through the heart of 
Tomé.  

 

Citizen comment The two red lines on the proposed roadways map should be joined at Main 
Street in Los Lunas before other construction begins south of Los Lunas  

Citizen comment Use existing roads as they exist to connect across the river and then funnel 
traffic onto existing roads onto East Mesa.   

Citizen comment No river crossing will be planned as a limited access, llano-to-llano (or NM 
314 to NM 47) corridor.   

Citizen comment All proposed river crossings will interface with and connect to existing road 
infrastructure and utilize existing road rights-of-way.    

Citizen comment All proposed river crossings will minimize the taking of agricultural property 
and any required taking will minimize the impact on each owner/farmer’s 
ability to irrigate and maintain remaining agricultural property.  Agricultural 

 



11/30/07  MRCOG Page 10 

property must be preserved in order to maximize aquifer recharge from 
surface water ditching and agricultural field flooding. 

Citizen comment No river crossing will be planned as a limited access, llano-to-llano (or NM 
314 to NM 47) corridor.   

Citizen comment All proposed river crossings will interface with and connect to existing road 
infrastructure and utilize existing road rights-of-way.    

Citizen comment All proposed river crossings will minimize the taking of agricultural property 
and any required taking will minimize the impact on each owner/farmer’s 
ability to irrigate and maintain remaining agricultural property.  Agricultural 
property must be preserved in order to maximize aquifer recharge from 
surface water ditching and agricultural field flooding. 

 

Citizen comment I am completely against the proposed East-West corridor referenced between 
points 16 and 17 in the roadway map of the Mobility Plan. This road, if built, 
would possibly go through my backyard and/or my home and neighbors 
homes. We need to preserve real adobe structures, not destroy them. it 
makes no sense to build a road through a historic neighborhood.  

 

Citizen comment Should we be thinking of roads in 2025 or should we be thinking of overhead 
monorails above the main streets of Los Lunas and Belen?  

Citizen comment Concern about impact of proposed road through Los Chavez on 
neighborhood and adobe homes  

Citizen comment I have the most trees of anyone on South El Cerro Loop all of which would be 
affected if a 4-lane road were to be built. I am very concerned about 
expansion plans for this country road. 

 

Citizen comment Need some kind of bridge over the river between Los Lunas and Belen, 
mainly for the sake of the UNMVC branch. The most direct route would be on 
the south side of Tome Hill connecting with Tome Hill Road. 

 

Citizen comment Los Lunas is in desperate need of another interchange and access to NM314 
from I-25. This deserves immediate attention of every associated agency and 
every elected public official.  

 

Citizen comment The plan for three four-lane bridges through Los Chavez divides our valley 
into a concrete and asphalt nightmare, basically destroying our rural 
characteristics. I am opposed to these bridges and roads! 

 

Citizen comment The historical and rural communities of Los Chavez, Tome and Adelino 
should not be torn apart by Paseo del Norte type bridges. They should 
instead be accessed by connecting existing roads to existing roads via small 
two lane bridges. Other options should include interstate access and river 
crossings within the municipalities of Los Lunas and Belen who are pushing 
their expansion onto the rural communities that have no vote in the matter. 

 

Citizen comment Traffic assessment ignore existence of Valencia High, which will decrease 
traffic along NM6 as it comes fully on line in the next 2-3 years  

Citizen comment Areas of increased traffic are north of NM263. Bridges south of that are 
irrelevant and solely to induce development  

Citizen petition - 
Approx 970 signatures 

We encourage local, county and state officials to aggressively pursue more I-
25 exits for Los Lunas while developing creative solutions to our traffic 
congestion that promote safety and protect both our historic sites and our 
unique Village atmosphere. 

 

    
Topic:  Funding for Transportation 
Summary of Input  Establish and enforce impact fees on new development throughout the  
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county 
    
Recommendation 

 
Recommend that the municipalities and county coordinate to establish 
similar impact fees throughout the county for new development  
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Source  Comment  
Los Lunas Workshop Find additional funding sources  
Tome Workshop Establish impact fees for  new development  
Jarales Workshop Impose impact fees on development in County  
Jarales Workshop Place the burden on subdivision builders  
Citizen comment Given the reluctance to add a mil levy or increase sales tax for the Rail 

Runner, I question how any thing proposed in the Plan will be paid for.  

    
Topic: Meadow Lake Access 
Summary of Input 

 
Provide additional access points for residents of Meadow Lake and relief 
for congestion on NM263   

    
Recommendation ● Recommend an additional roadway connection south to Valencia High 

School   

 
● Recommend that new development in the vicinity of Meadow Lake link to 

roadways in Meadow Lake to provide additional network opportunities  

 
● Recommend that the expansion of NM263 be moved forward as a 

priority.  

    
Source  Comment  
Meadow Lake Extend Fenceline Road to La Ladera  
Meadow Lake Provide roadway connection from Meadow Lake towards new High School  
    
Topic:  Miscellaneous Issues 
Summary of Input  Provide for alternative recreational uses, including equestrian access.   
    
Recommendation ● Refine the equestrian recommendation portion of the Plan, as appropriate  

 
● Recommend providing technical support to local organizations wishing to 

pursue Scenic Byways projects  

    
Source  Comment  
Tome Workshop Diversify job base and educational opportunities in the county  
Belen Workshop Identify land ownership for Equestrian map "like to ride" and "want to ride" 

locations  

Citizen comment Make sure that horse drawn carts (single horse, two wheel carts) can get to 
the Equestrian facilities.  

Citizen comment Also need Equestrian paths to the Bosque and River  
Citizen comment Walking trails to the river area  
Citizen comment Instead of spending millions on super highways, let's spend money on safe 

paths or roadways for bicycles and small vehicles such a scooters.  

Citizen comment Why is the intelligent transportation system not a higher priority? It is much 
more cost effective and realistic.  

Tome Workshop Set up Scenic Byways organization for NM47 through Tome/Adelino/La 
Constancia  

    
Topic: North/South Traffic 
Summary of Input 

 
Consensus that more capacity is needed to provide for north/south traffic 
into Albuquerque/Bernalillo County  
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Recommendation ● Recommend expansion of I-25 remain in the Plan  
 ● Recommend increased Railrunner service to meet latent demand  

 
● Recommend public transportation service to provide connections to 

Railrunner and direct service to Albuquerque/Bernalillo County  

 

● Provide a formal mechanism and funding to assess options and issues 
(including safety concerns) for NM47 south of Wolfe Road - Town Hall 
meetings, community visioning process, etc. 

 

    
Source  Comment  
Los Lunas Workshop Concern about alignment for corridor east of NM47 and north of Meadowlake 

Road. Use existing roads and Conservancy r-o-w  

Los Chavez Workshop Extend Manzano Expressway north  
Los Chavez Workshop Manzano Expressway is the answer! Trade right-of-way for land.  
Jarales Workshop Extend Manzano Expressway north  
Peralta Workshop Find a way to run east mesa traffic directly to Albuquerque  
Peralta Workshop Trade land with Isleta Pueblo for right-of-way for Manzano Expressway 

Extension  

Peralta Workshop Talk to Isleta Pueblo about potential economic benefit of extending Manzano 
to connect to freeway at north pueblo boundary   

Peralta Workshop Widen I-25, Cesar Chavez to Exit 213 with additional lane in each direction  
Peralta Workshop Extend Los Volcanes from Central to NM6.   
Peralta Workshop Need more north-south routes  
Peralta Workshop Look at new road in Tome Drain right-of-way. Issues are that would filter 

traffic through Peralta neighborhoods. Could increase traffic and change 
area's character. 

 

Los Lunas Workshop Examine potential impacts of Hospital on traffic  
Tome Workshop NM47: 3 lanes from Wolfe Road  
Tome Workshop NM47: 5 lane section all the way to River Road.   
Tome Workshop Put issue of expanding NM47 to a vote of the community  
Tome Workshop Assess options and issues for NM47 south of Wolfe Road - Town Hall 

meetings?  

Los Lunas Workshop Revisit issue of NM47, Wolfe to Tome regarding proposed width, lanes and 
shoulders. Keep this rural.  

Belen Workshop Need a traffic light at south NM263 and NM47  
Tome Workshop Address safety issues on NM47  
Peralta Workshop Widen NM47 to 5 lanes south to River Road  
Peralta Workshop Construct 5 lane on NM47 between North El Cerro Loop and Bosque Farms  
Peralta Workshop Concern with widening NM47 through Peralta to 5 lanes. How to balance 

safety issues and traffic needs without taking people's homes.  

Citizen comment Manzano Expressway should be extended, using the private land around the 
reservation boundary, to feed into I-25.  

Citizen comment North/South corridors and expansion of the Manzano Expressway should be 
studied. Attempts must be made to work out some type of arrangement with 
the Isleta Pueblo to run through their holdings. It is unrealistic to believe that 
anyone living on the east side of the river would use a road going west to I-
25, north and then east again to gain access to Albuquerque. 

 

Citizen comment How do frontage roads along I-25 serve the current residents of the County?  
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Topic:  Peralta 
Roads 

  
 

Summary of Input 

 

Concern about the impact of external traffic on non-NM47 roadways and 
quality of life in prelate. Desire for traffic calming strategies and additional 
enforcement.  

 

    
Recommendation ● Recommend the completion of a comprehensive study of traffic and 

context-sensitive solutions to addressing resident concerns, and funding 
for implementation of the study findings. 

 

 
● Move the widening of NM263 forward as a means for providing relief to 

Peralta roadways  

    
Source  Comment  
Peralta Workshop Widen north El Cerro Loop to 4 lanes  
Peralta Workshop Growth from East Mesa is having negative impact on Valencia, La Ladera 

and Peralta Roads  

Peralta Workshop Need stop signs on Valencia, Molina and Peralta Blvds  
Peralta Workshop Need speed humps on Valencia, Molina, Peralta and La Ladera  
Peralta Workshop Need to calm traffic on Valencia, Molina, Peralta and La Ladera  
Peralta Workshop Need to enforce traffic laws on Valencia, Molina, Peralta and La Ladera  
Peralta Workshop Issue with traffic impacts throughout Peralta  
Peralta Workshop Problem with people running stop signs on Valencia, Molina and Peralta  
Peralta Workshop Place a load limit on Valencia Road. Too many semi's who don't obey stop 

signs.  

Peralta Workshop Ban jake brakes in neighborhoods  
Peralta Workshop Issue with speeds on Valencia Road, especially near turn at tree. Ideas to 

address: speed hump, take pavement out  

Peralta Workshop Address need for people to move north and south so they don't feel 
compelled to use Peralta neighborhood streets. Directionalize traffic.  

Peralta Workshop Keep traffic off La Ladera in order to reduce impacts to Valencia, Peralta and 
Molina   

Peralta Workshop Peralta residents are not interested in making it easier for the rest of the 
county to travel through their area  

Peralta Workshop Make Valencia road safe for driving, walking and bicycling  
Peralta Workshop Reduce traffic on La Ladera road with speed bumps and stop signs  
Peralta Workshop There is a major safety problem on La Ladera Road - accidents almost every 

day  

Peralta Workshop Eliminate the ability for traffic on Meadowlake and north El Cerro Loop to turn 
right onto La Ladera and Monica  

Citizen comment Roadways from Meadow Lake and Mission Park through north and south El 
Cerro Loop need to be widened to stop the overflow to Valencia Road, La 
Ladera and Monica Road. Valencia Road does not need to be widened, but 
needs speed bumps to slow traffic. 

 

Citizen comment Please leave Valencia Rd, Molina, Peralta Blvd and La Ladera alone to keep 
our community rural. Four lane Meadow Lake through North El Cerro Loop to 
NM47. Add a turn lane to NM47 from North El Cerro Loop to Bosque Farms. 
Slow down traffic on Valencia, Molina and Peralta Blvd with speed humps 
and more stop signs. Needs stop signs at Via Londo. 
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Topic:  Planning Issues  
Summary of Input 

 

Concerns about impacts of current and long term growth on rural 
character of the county; a need to coordinate infrastructure, land use and 
water planning; and citizen involvement in planning processes. 

 

    
Recommendation ● Recommend identification of funding for a county-wide visioning process 

that would include municipalities and Isleta Pueblo.  

 ● Establish citizen advisory group as part of river crossing study  
 ● Expand Tome/Adelino/La Constancia study area north to Tome Hill Road  

 
● Identify study area for Los Chavez to focus on transportation and land 

use issues   

 

● Implement impact fee structure for new developments, with funds going 
to address transportation facilities and acquisition/management of open 
space. 

 

 
● Address potential for development transfer fees and other mechanisms 

for preserving farm land.  

    
Source  Comment  
Los Chavez Workshop Identify study area for Los Chavez to look at ways to avoid undesirable road 

impacts  

Los Chavez Workshop Equity issues - Are using local lands and tax dollars to provide infrastructure 
for induced, unsustainable growth  

Los Chavez Workshop Address land use/transportation coordination  
Los Lunas Workshop Establish citizen advisory group as part of river crossing study  
Tome Workshop Expand Tome/Adelino/La Constancia study area north   
Tome Workshop Consider the issue of global warming  
Tome Workshop Consider rise in gas prices  
Tome Workshop Keep planning grounded in facts  
Tome Workshop Establish MRCOG citizen advisory group for rural area  
Tome Workshop Planning for automobile traffic is backwards  
Los Chavez Workshop Fix problems that already exist before creating new ones  
Peralta Workshop Keep single family housing out of valley  
Jarales Workshop Enforce zoning regulations  
Jarales Workshop Concern that Jarales will become ghetto of rest of county as it develops  
Los Chavez Workshop Concern about rebuilding north Belen interchange for speculative 

development and ignoring present maintenance needs  

Jarales Workshop Local roads don't support current traffic  
Citizen Comment Let us not make the mistakes of the past. When planning, plan for the future, 

i.e. high fuel process, decreased air quality, and global warming. Roads and 
bridges designed for increased auto traffic have never proven efficient, 
economical, nor environmentally enhancing. Instead, expand bike/pedestrian 
paths and provide an improved public transit system. 

 

Citizen Comment How many people do you want to cram in the valley (mesa to mountains)? 
What do you consider 'overbuilt'?   

Citizen Comment As you plan, keep the image of the fires in the over-built canyons of San 
Diego and the traffic on Alameda going toward Rio Rancho at 5:30 p.m. 
every night well in mind! And keep the developers at bay! 
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Citizen Comment More than the highway expansion, I oppose the growth that is taking place in 
the 'village'. We need a moratorium on growth, which would ultimately resolve 
the roadway issues. If roadway access is less convenient, people may not be 
as anxious to build 'out in the country' and we would preserve the farmland, 
landscape, and the beauty of the culture that goes with it. Too many people 
want all of the convenience of the big city, in a bedroom community, the two 
cannot go hand in hand, as we are already seeing and experiencing. Those 
who want the convenience of the big city, should stay in the big city. 

 

Citizen comment Discourage development in the valley in order to reduce/reverse global 
warming.  

Citizen comment There’s no doubt about it:  More roads invite more people.  
Citizen comment Our various elected local governments – and indeed our infrastructure 

planners themselves – have failed to see or acknowledge the relationships 
among responsible growth, transportation infrastructure, water use, and air 
quality planning.  Our county’s future viability is at risk. 

 

Citizen comment The Valencia County Commissioners should advise, direct and continuously 
review all river crossing and infrastructure studies and projects  

Citizen comment Any and all river crossing studies and projects will include a citizen advisory 
group (CAG).  Each CAG will include interested neighborhood group 
representatives and independent private citizens.  Citizen advisory group 
representatives will be encouraged to periodically update County 
Commissioners at scheduled commission meetings with respect to issues 
and issue resolution.   

 

Citizen comment Our various elected local governments – and indeed our infrastructure 
planners themselves – have failed to see or acknowledge the relationships 
among responsible growth, transportation infrastructure, water use, and air 
quality planning.  Our county’s future viability is at risk. 

 

Citizen comment The Valencia County Commissioners will advise, direct and continuously 
review all river crossing and infrastructure studies and projects  

Citizen comment Any and all river crossing studies and projects will include a citizen advisory 
group (CAG).  Each CAG will include interested neighborhood group 
representatives and independent private citizens. Citizen advisory group 
representatives will be encouraged to periodically update County 
Commissioners at scheduled commission meetings with respect to issues 
and issue resolution.   

 

Citizen Comment We need to be smart about how to preserve rural areas, historic areas, and 
agricultural areas as the surrounding area changes. When we destroy places 
like Los Chavez we destroy culture, history, and homes 

 

Citizen Comment To "strengthen individual communities" should not mean that one is 
strengthened at the expense of another, especially at the cost of a 
community (Los Chavez) that is happy as it is. 

 

Citizen Comment We can't plan ahead as if things will continue as they have for the past two 
decades. There will be changes in the way we get around and the necessity 
to live closer to places of work. If growth must happen, it should be done 
thoughtfully. 

 

Citizen Comment Plan requires roadways to be built to accommodate future development, thus 
inducing unsustainable developing to the detriment of the existing community  

Citizen Comment Plan is based on flawed urban design and assumptions. This is a rural 
community  
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Citizen Comment All projections continue to view Valencia County as a bedroom community 
with primarily service industry (low wage) employment. An unfortunate self-
fulfilling prophecy. 

 

Citizen Comment The plan promotes Los Lunas and Belen attempting to solve their poor 
planning induced problems by taking property and lifestyle from those outside 
their limits who have no voice. 

 

Citizen Comment Why isn't Los Chavez a study area like Tome and Valencia? Seems 
inequitable.  

Citizen Comment The desert southwest is falling out of fashion and the permanent residents of 
Valencia County should not be sacrificed for speculators' broken dreams.  

    
Topic: Planning Process for Update 
Summary of Input 

 
Make every effort to provide information to residents about the 
development of the Update  

    
Recommendation 

 
Where feasible, implement suggestions as part of public involvement plan 
for the review of the Draft Update in Spring 2008  

    
Source  Comment  
Los Chavez Workshop Use local access TV to get word out about Plan.  
Los Chavez Workshop Notify community members of presentations about Mobility Plan to local 

governments  

Los Chavez Workshop E-mail Transportation Steering Committee meeting agendas to citizens on 
Mobility Plan distribution list.  

    
Topic:  Public Transportation 
Summary of Input  Consensus that additional public transportation is needed  
    
Recommendation 

 

Provide specific recommendations to Public Transportation Planners at 
MRCOG as they develop the Regional Transit District service plan for 
Valencia County 

 

    
Source  Comment  
Belen Workshop Add a transit facility at UNM-VC  
Los Chavez Workshop Buses may not be necessary in Los Chavez  
Los Lunas Workshop Provide information about transit connections in Albuquerque  
Jarales Workshop Extend transit service on Jarales Road to Jarales Community Center  
Jarales Workshop Transit route from Belen should 'loop' up Jarales road  
Citizen comment I look forward to a more extensive bus system as well as new walking and 

bike paths  

Citizen comment Instead of spending many millions on super highways through this valley 
which we much preserve for agriculture for us and our descendents, let's 
spend that money on public transportation, namely buses along main 
arteries. In my neighborhood I could see a bus route along La Entrada in 
Tome connecting with the North Rio del Oro, then down Sandhill and East El 
Cerro Loop. Along the way it could connect with lines from Las Maravillas, 
the new subdivisions, El Cerro Mission and Meadow Lake, taking folks to the 
center of town and the Railrunner station.  

 

    
Topic:  Rail Issues    
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Summary of Input ● Another Railrunner station in the Los Chavez area is not needed, but 
there is a need for expanded rail service and additional parking at the Los 
Lunas station. 

 

 ● Railroad impacts in the Jarales area continue to be an urgent problem.  
    
Recommendation ● Recommend expanding Railrunner service  

 

● Evaluate the impact on the Jarales community of potential road closure at 
Castillo (emergency service times, travel patterns, and community 
cohesion) 

 

 ● Include Railrunner plans for road closures and gates in the draft Update  
 ● Provide feedback to Railrunner staff regarding maintenance issue  
    
Source  Comment  
Los Chavez Workshop Proposed new Railrunner station is for Rancho Cielo, not current residents   
Los Chavez Workshop Los Lunas RR station needs a parking structure  
Los Chavez Workshop Move new Railrunner station to Rancho Cielo development  
Los Chavez Workshop Build Railrunner tracks up interstate median to reduce conflict with traffic  
Los Chavez Workshop Address weed issue on railroad tracks more often  
Los Lunas Workshop Address impact to Juan Perea from Railrunner Station  
Los Lunas Workshop Extend Los Lunas Railrunner parking lot  
Los Lunas Workshop Add more trains  
Los Lunas Workshop Build parking garages instead of surface parking  
Jarales Workshop Divert transportation dollars to Railrunner  
Jarales Workshop Railroad tracks block traffic in and out of Jarales  
Jarales Workshop Concern about noise from railroad traffic  
Jarales Workshop Jarales needs a bridge over the railroad tracks  
Jarales Workshop Implement a railroad quiet zone in area around Jarales Road  
Jarales Workshop Reference BNSF Rail study results in Update to Plan  
Jarales Workshop Concern about timely maintenance of railroad tracks  
Jarales Workshop Concern about potential closure of Castillo Road at BNSF railroad tracks. 

Analyze potential for impact to community and identify mitigation efforts  

Jarales Workshop (BNSF) Leave us alone!  
Jarales Workshop How will railroads pay for their impact to the community?  
Jarales Workshop Need to evaluate the impact on the Jarales community of potential road 

closure at Castillo (emergency service times, travel patterns, and community 
cohesion) 

 

Peralta Workshop Construct a MagLev system instead of commuter rail   
citizen comment Some public transportation money should go toward more trains  
citizen comment I am adamantly opposed to any train stations in Los Chavez  
citizen comment Railrunner is inadequately represented in the Plan. Ridership is much higher 

than the assumptions  

    
Topic:  Road Issues - Miscellaneous Road  
Summary of Input  Concerns about safety conditions on NM6 west of Los Lunas  
    
Recommendation 

 
Include paving and other projects in list of recommended roadway 
projects.   

  
Modify bike and pedestrian map to reflect NM6 as a future bikeway 
facility.  

    
Source  Comment  
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San Clemente 
Neighborhood Assoc 

Pave Duarte Road  

San Clemente 
Neighborhood Assoc 

Bicycles should be prohibited on west Highway 6. It is a 60mph highway with 
hills and curves. There is no off-road trail.   

San Clemente 
Neighborhood Assoc 

"Jubilee Los Lunas" needs a turn lane from NM6 and an exit lane from the 
development. This is a very dangerous intersection.  

Citizen comment NM6 west of Huning Ranch needs to be widened.   
    
Topic:  Roadway Maintenance 
Summary of Input  Consensus on the need to maintain current roads  
    
Recommendation 

 
Update Plan information about current roadway conditions and the 
maintenance funding gap   

    
Source  Comment  
Los Chavez Workshop Focus should be on maintaining existing roads. 83% of county roads are dirt 

and gravel.  

Jarales Workshop Maintain current roads  
Citizen comment 83% of roads are dirt; demonstrates need for focus on maintenance and 

improvement rather than new construction. The majority of residents want 
maintenance of existing roads, not new, invasive, construction.  

 

    
Topic:  Roadway Safety  
Summary of Input  Specific locations were identified as unsafe  
    
Recommendation 

 
Include these locations in the Plan along with locations identified through 
crash data as being areas of concern  

    
Source  Comment  
Los Lunas Workshop Install traffic signal at intersection of El Cerro Mission and El Cerro Loop 

(NM263)   

Los Chavez Workshop Dangerous intersections in Los Chavez: Peyton and NM314, Miller and 
NM314, Square Deal and NM314, Jose I Garcia and NM314, Andrea 
Sanchez and I-25 Bypass across to Mesa Road 

 

Los Chavez Workshop Address weeds near any intersection on major roads  
    
Topic:  Water Resources  
Summary of Input 

 
Consensus that water resources are limited and will become more of an 
issue as population expands.  

    
Recommendation 

 

Expand Plan's background section with more information about water 
resources and efforts to place this issue in a quantifiable context. Discuss 
tradeoffs between population growth and agricultural uses. 

 

    
Source  Comment  
Belen Workshop Concern about availability of wet water vs. paper water  
Los Chavez Workshop Plan does not include a linkage between land use and water availability  
Los Chavez Workshop Use 2004 water plan information as part of background material for Plan  
Los Lunas Workshop Analyze amount of wet water available and consider results in planning roads  
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Tome Workshop Address water issues in Plan: wastewater study, water rights issues, 
dedicated water rights  

Jarales Workshop Concerned about selling of water rights  
Peralta Workshop Concern about potential water shortages  
Peralta Workshop Concern about conflict between junior and senior water rights  
Citizen comment Any planning that is done should also take into consideration water 

consumption, water availability and air quality impact forecasts.   

Citizen comment Planners should not assume that the population of Valencia County will grow 
to 126k or thereabouts. Problems now evident in Las Vegas and Atlanta 
prove that water can be a critical issue anywhere. New Mexico, an arid state, 
is predicted to be warmer in the future and our aquifers are already drawn 
down at an alarming rate. Citizens will reject new developments and reject 
representatives who support them. 

 

Citizen comment Water! Water! Water! WATER! Wake up!  
Citizen comment The Plan needs to be designed for a rural community and take the impact of 

water availability into serious consideration.   

Citizen comment The news states we will have less water in the river if global warming 
continues. What are you going to do for water?  

Citizen comment Remember when the common understanding was that the central Rio 
Grande valley sat on a monstrous lake of underground water? We no longer 
have the unlimited future for population growth that erroneous assumption 
implied. We current residents do not want to live in an LA/Phoenix megapolis. 
We don't want to offer developers our future water so that they can make 
megabucks tomorrow. 

 

Citizen comment MRCOG and DOT should not be encouraging developers and speculators in 
their ill conceived, irresponsible plans for sprawl and growth that cannot be 
supported by the available water. 

 

Citizen comment With each building permit approved by Valencia County and our 
municipalities (Los Lunas, Belen, Bosque Farms, etc), with every new road 
we build, with every irrigation ditch we pave or farmer’s field we take out of 
production, we (government, developers, and citizens) are collectively 
deciding, either purposefully or in ignorance, to accelerate the destruction of 
our aquifer, our middle Rio Grande basin’s one source of pure, potable water.  

 

Citizen comment Craft this VCMP update, which will include population, household and 
housing unit, employment, and travel demand forecasts, to also include water 
consumption (agriculture, household, business, industry, power generation, 
etc), water availability (surface and aquifer) and air quality impact forecasts.  

 

Citizen comment Integrate water consumption projections, water supply constraints and air 
quality impacts into your comprehensive transportation and infrastructure 
development planning.  

 

Citizen comment With each building permit approved by Valencia County and our 
municipalities (Los Lunas, Belen, Bosque Farms, etc), with every new road 
we build, with every irrigation ditch we pave or farmer’s field we take out of 
production, we (government, developers, and citizens) are collectively 
deciding, either purposefully or in ignorance, to accelerate the destruction of 
our aquifer, our middle Rio Grande basin’s one source of pure, potable water.  

 

Citizen comment Craft this VCMP update, which will include population, household and 
housing unit, employment, and travel demand forecasts, to also include water 
consumption (agriculture, household, business, industry, power generation, 
etc), water availability (surface and aquifer) and air quality impact forecasts.  
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Citizen comment Integrate water consumption projections, water supply constraints and air 
quality impacts into your comprehensive transportation and infrastructure 
development planning.  

 

Citizen comment All planning should take into consideration water consumption and water 
availability.  

Citizen comment None of the plans link water supply or air quality to land use and 
transportation. This is irresponsible.  

Citizen comment There is insufficient water supply to meet our needs, even with full delivery of 
the San Juan/Chama project. Not only is our water over-allocated but with 
climate change water will become only more scarce. 

 

 


